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Table: Impact on U.S. households of the cap-and-trade programme and rebates set out in HR 2454

Lowest Second Middle Fourth Highest
Utility expenditures 1203 1596 1840 2181 2847 1934
Gasoline expenditures 1046 1768 2418 2988 3696 2384

Total spending on energy-
intensive items 2249 3364 4258 5169 6543 4318

Total as percentage of income 21 12 9 7 4 7

Gross costs 425 555 675 815 1380 770

Direct relief/rebates to 
households  (400)  (420)  (300)  (245)  (250)  (320) 

Indirect relief from allocations 
to utilities and other 
businesses, net income 
passed back via shares etc

 (65)  (90)  (140)  (230)  (885)  (285) 

  Net cost  (40) 40 235 340 245 165

Figure 1: Distribution of costs and benefits from HR 2454 cap-and-trade programme by income quintile
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Figure 2: Household expenditure on energy-intensive items by income quintile

Source:  Congressional Budget Office
Printed:  18 December 2009
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