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By MichaEl hiRTzER
FARGO, N.D., July 28

The u.S. SpRiNG wheAt crop this year 
is expected to be the smallest since 

2008 after rains and flooding delayed or 
prevented planting across the northern u.S. 
plains, scouts on an annual crop tour said 
on thursday.

the downgrade comes at a time when 
global supplies of high-protein wheat 
are tight following a series of production 
problems around the world, including in 
Australia, europe and Canada, the biggest 
spring wheat producer and exporter.

A record number of crop scouts including 
millers, bakers and traders surveyed more 
than 400 fields in North Dakota, the top 
u.S. spring wheat state, and neighboring 
areas on the wheat Quality Council’s three-
day tour.

late seeding deprived the crop of 
production potential, scouts said. excessive 
spring rains fell on soils already saturated 
by heavy snowmelt and delayed planting by 
a month or more in some cases, they added.

the tour pegged the average yield of the 
2011 u.S. hard red spring wheat crop at 
41.5 bushels per acre, below a Reuters poll 
estimate of 42.2 bpa and the 46.1 bpa crop 
a year ago.

“the yields, granted, were third best in a 
decade, but are down more than the market 
was expecting,” said Dan Manternach, 
agriculture services director at Doane 
Advisory Services and a crop scout on the 
tour.

“i saw a lot of very late-planted soybeans 
that were a last-minute, desperate attempt 
by the farmer to plant something for crop 
insurance purposes,” he said.

Scouts also pegged the average yield 
for durum wheat, used for making pasta, 
at 31.8 bushels per acre in 2011, below an 
estimate of 38.2 bpa and well off last year’s 
42.4 bpa crop.

Both projections were the tour’s lowest 
since 2008.

evidence of the spring floods remained 
around the state, including impassable 
roads and standing water in some fields 
that could complicate harvesting in the 
weeks ahead.

“there is an unbelievable amount of 
standing water all over the tour route even 
after the heatwave came through. where 
there is a crop, however, it looks somewhat 
promising,” said Adam teper, commodities 
analyst with Arlon Group, an agriculture-
focused investment house.

the soggy conditions leave the crop more 
vulnerable to diseases such as fusarium 

head blight, or scab, a condition observed 
in many fields during the tour.

But although diseases were prevalent 
all along the tour, scouts said they did not 
expect them to hit yields severely.

if the tour’s yield forecast holds true, u.S. 
spring wheat production would drop to 
548.63 million bushels based on the latest 
u.S. Agriculture Department forecast for 
13.22 million acres harvested in 2011, the 
smallest since 2008.

that would be down sharply from last 
season’s 615.975-million-bushel crop.

Durum production would total 52.375 
million bushels, based on the uSDA’s 
projection for harvested acres to hit a 50-
year low of 1.647 million. that would be less 
than half of last year’s 107.18-million-bushel 
crop and the smallest since 1988.

“(Durum) just didn’t get planted. it’s going 
to hurt pasta quality because it’s going to 
get blended (with other wheat varieties),” 
said Bill Ongstad, a durum farmer in harvey, 
North Dakota.

“people who have durum in the bin aren’t 
going to let it go for less than $20 (per 
bushel),” he said, citing a price at least $5 
above current bids at local elevators and 
wheat mills. 

 (writing by Karl plume; 
editing by Dale hudson)

u.S. SpriNg wheat crop SeeN 
SmalleSt iN 3 yearS
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wheat being measured in North Dakota.   REUTERS/MichaEl hiRTzER

By MichaEl hiRTzER
DeVilS lAKe, NORth DAKOtA, July 27

SpRiNG wheAt yielDS were projected 
to decline in central and south North 

Dakota, the largest spring wheat state, while 
saturated soils and flooded roads could make 
harvesting the crop difficult, crop scouts on 
an annual tour found. “Sometimes i think a 
hailstorm would look good,” Dave Clough, a 
wheat farmer in

Fessenden, said. “it’s going to be a long 
harvest.” A hailstorm would decimate a 
crop already challenged by a late startto the 
planting season after historic flooding along 
theMissouri River and heavy rains in the 
northern plains keptfarmers out of the fields 
weeks beyond ideal seeding dates.

Many fields remain muddy and large farm 
machinery could get stuck in fields in the next 
several weeks when much of the crop will be 
ready for harvest. Scouts on the annual crop 
tour hosted by the wheat Quality Council 
projected hard red spring yields at 42.1 
bushels per acre, down sharply from 46.3 bpa 
last year but above the five-year tour average 
on the second day of the tour of 38.1 bpa.

instances of crop diseases, such as fusarium 
head blight, or scab, were observed in many 
of the 186 fields scouted on the second day 
of the tour, which wraps up on thursday in 
Fargo.  And fields affected most heavily by 
disease could see yields decline by 10 percent, 
said Jim peterson, marketing director for the 
North Dakota wheat Commission. however, 
peterson added, many wheat varieties grown 
this year have resistance to the crop disease. 
“there was a fairly high incidence of scab but 
in terms of severity, it was pretty minimal -- 
only in one spikelet per head,” he said. the 
u.S. Agriculture Department has forecast 
hard red spring wheat acreage in North 
Dakota, which typically grows half of the 
country’s this class of wheat, to be lowest in 
five years. Durum wheat acreage is expected 
to be lowest since at least 1960. the tour also 
projected durum yields to fall at harvest this 
year, to 31.8 bpa, lower than the record tour 
forecast last year of 38.9 bpa.

Fields scouted on wednesday in the center 
of the state were generally drier than those 
in southern North Dakota that were scouted 

on tuesday, with fewer instances observed 
of standing water. Farmers generally favor 
wheat because it thrives in the usually 
drier weather in this state. But floodwaters 
breached the banks of the Missouri River in 
the western part of the state, while the Red 
River flooded the eastern part of the state, 
delaying seedings. Many of the wheat fields 
were planted at least a week or two later than 
normal, with harvest not expected for about 
a month in some of the fields planted the 
latest, the scouts found.

“Anytime you get a crop seeded behind 
schedule, it’s not going to reach peak 
performance,” said terry weckerly, who farms 
5,500 acres of spring wheat in hurdsfield, 
North Dakota, and is also president of the 

North Dakota Grain Growers Association. 
“you can count the heads, you can count 
the kernels but you have no idea how it’s 
going to fill. August is our hottest month 
and if it gets to 100 degrees (Fahrenheit),it 
could crucify that stuff.”     Chicago Board of 
tradeSeptember wheat  wc1 futures rallied 
1.5 percent to $7.04- on wednesday, while 
Kansas City Board of trade September 
wheat  Kwc1 gained 1 percent to $7.88-1/4. 
Minneapolis Grainexchange September 
wheat  Mwec1 rose 1.4 percent to $8.51 
abushel.  

(Reporting by Michael hirtzer; 
editing by himaniSarkar) 

tour-wheat yielD SeeN lower, 
harveSt SeeN a challeNge
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By MichaEl hiRTzER 
MANDAN, NORth DAKOtA, July 26

SpRiNG wheAt yielDS were projected to 
decline this year in the southern half of 

North Dakota as a late start to the planting 
season and excessive moisture stressed the 
crop, allowing diseases to thrive, an annual 
tour found. 

huge pools of standing water covered 
large swaths of farmland across the state, 
submerging fields of corn, hay and hard red 
spring wheat. 

Crop scouts observed 154 fields of spring 
wheat on tuesday, the first day of the annual 
tour run by the wheat Quality Council, and 
diseases such as scab were observed in many 
of the fields, likely taking the edge off the top 
of what already is forecast to be the smallest 
spring wheat crop in five years. 

yields were projected at 39.5 bushels per 
acre (bpa) for the southern half of the state, 
down sharply from the average of 43.1 bpa on 
the first day of last year’s tour. 

however, yields were up modestly from the 
tour’s five-year average of about 38.7 bpa. 

Crop diseases were noted in many fields 
scouted, creating the possibility of some 
plant toxins in the grain at harvest. 

“yield-wise, it looks good. we’ve seen some 
disease -- nothing terrible but it’s there,” said 
Brian walker, technical service manager for 
horizon Milling, a joint venture with Cargill. 

Crop scouts on the wheat Quality Council’s 
spring wheat tour count the heads on the 
plants and then count the number of grain 
kernels on each head. 

Ben handcock, executive vice president of 
the council, earlier said the tour may have to 

late plaNtiNgS, DiSeaSe to DeNt 
yielDS iN ceNtral North Dakota

North Dakota farmer mark Sommerland preparing to harvest winter wheat.  REUTERS/MichaEl hiRTzER
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change the way it calculates yields as half of 
the crop still had not formed heads of grain. 

however, 83 percent of the crop was 
headed as of Sunday, according to the 
u.S. Agriculture Department, and much 
of the crop that is behind on development 
is the durum fields that will be scouted on 
wednesday. 

uSDA this week also increased so-called 
good-to-excellent ratings by 3 percentage 
points and some scouts pointed to that as 
a sign of optimism even as flood waters 
remained in many farm fields. 

“we knew we had a good crop based on 
condition ratings but it definitely was not 
as good as other years,” said Jim peterson, 
marketing director at the North Dakota 
wheat Commission. 

“it was a pleasant surprise to see some 
of the crop with good potential. time will 
tell what the next four weeks will deliver,” 
peterson said, indicating the time when 
much of the crop will be ready for harvest. 

Fusarium head blight, or scab, was seen in 
many fields on tuesday. wheat stem maggot 
and stagonospara nodorum blotch were also 
observed. 

“Scab is an indicator that vomitoxin could 
be present but it isn’t always,” another crop 
scout said. “it is definitely something to keep 
an eye during harvest.” 

wheat plants were knocked down by wind, 
or lodged, in several fields, while, in one field 
outside of the town of Ashley, hail damage 

could take 10 percent off the yield, walker 
said. 

Most fields were muddy and a large storm 
system moved through the state on tuesday, 
delivering rain and hail. wheat in Minnesota 
appeared to be faring better than North 
Dakota and could be ready for harvest in 
about three weeks. 

Much the wheat seen in southern North 
Dakota was in its early dough stage of 
development. Few fields along the route 

were fallow. 
the tour moves into northwest North 

Dakota on wednesday, where scouts will 
observe acres of the durum variety, used in 
pasta production. Durum acreage is forecast 
to be the smallest in decades. Flooding forced 
many farmers in that area to take prevented 
planting insurance. 

 (Reporting by Michael hirtzer; 
editing by John picinich)

Day three results
HRS: XX.X bpa
Durum: XX.X bpa

Day two results
HRS: XX.X bpa
Durum: XX.X bpa

Spring wheat and durum tour

Source: Wheat Quality Council Note: bpa = bushels per acre n/a = not available

Reuters graphic/Van Tsui
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Bismark Day one results
HRS: 39.5 bpa
Durum: n/a

Day two results
HRS: 42.1 bpa
Durum: 31.8 bpa

Day one

Day two

Day three

N O R T H  D A K O TA

S O U T H  D A K O TA

USDA projecting 2011 U.S. spring wheat yield at 41.7 bpa,
durum at 38.7 bpa

“We kneW We had a good 
crop based on condition 
ratings but it definitely Was 
not as good as other years.”

Spring wheat field in western minnesota.  REUTERS/MichaEl hiRTzER



WhEaT TOUR jUly 2011

5

By MichaEl hiRTzER
wiSheK, NORth DAKOtA, July 26

HuGe pOOlS OF StANDiNG water 
covered large swaths of farmland in 

south-central North Dakota, submerging 
fields of corn, hay and other crops.

But few fields of hard red spring wheat were 
seen submerged and yields were tracking 
better than the previous two years in the 
largest growing state of the variety, scouts on 
an annual tour found.

Crop diseases were noted in each of the 
eight fields scouted so far on one route, with 
at least half of those likely to face lower yields 
and the possibility of some plant toxins in the 
grain at harvest.

“yield-wise, it looks good. we’ve seen some 
disease -- nothing terrible but it’s there,” said 
Brian walker, technical service manager for 
horizon Milling, a joint venture with Cargill.

yields were projected at 49.54 bushels per 
acre along the route stretching from western 
Minnesota in the Red River Valley westward 
toward Mandan, North Dakota.

the yield was up significantly from the 
route average last year of 37.9 bpa and 
modestly higher than the 2009 average of 
49.2 bpa.

Crop scouts on the wheat Quality Council’s 
spring wheat tour typically count the heads 
on the plants and then count the number of 
grain kernels on each head. But less than 

half of the state’s crop was heading last 
week, sharply down from nearly 90 percent 
normally, uSDA said. uS/whe

Scouts instead are counting the number of 
plants or the number of tillers, which shoot 
from the stem to form the head. yields of 
hard red spring wheat and durum wheat are 
forecast to be roughly in line with the last few 
years but large areas went unplanted this 
year due to flooding.

Fusarium head blight, or scab, was seen 

in several fields. wheat stem maggot and 
stagonospara nodorum blotch were also 
observed.

“Scab is an indicator that vomitoxin could 
be present but it isn’t always,” another crop 
scout said. it is definitely something to keep 
an eye during harvest.”

wheat plants were knocked down by wind, 
or lodged, in several fields, while, in one field 
outside of the town of Ashley, hail damage 
could take 10 percent off the yield, walker 
said.

Most fields were muddy and a large storm 
system moved through the state on tuesday, 
delivering rain and hail. wheat in Minnesota 
appeared to be faring better than North 
Dakota and could be ready for harvest in 
about three weeks.

Much the wheat seen in southern North 
Dakota was in its early dough stage of 
development. Few fields along the route 
were fallow.

the tour moves into Durum County in 
northwest North Dakota on wednesday, and 
acres of that variety, used in pasta production, 
were forecast to be the smallest in decades. 
Flooding forced many farmers in that area to 
take prevented planting insurance.  

(Reporting by Michael hirtzer; 
editing by John picinich)

wheat yielDS iN SoutherN 
North Dakota SeeN above 2010

U.S. wheat production by type

Note: U.S. wheat crop year is June 1 through May 31
Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture

Reuters graphic/Van Tsui
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2011/2012 U.S. wheat crop projected at over 2.1 billion bushels
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Signs of a poor crop in North Dakota.  REUTERS/MichaEl hiRTzER
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By MichaEl hiRTzER
hARVey, NORth DAKOtA, July 27

SpRiNG wheAt yielDS in central North 
Dakota were forecast to decline as late 

plantings and disease dulled production even 
as hot temperatures and a surplus of moisture 
helped speed the crop’s development, scouts 
on an annual tour found on wednesday.

instances of crop diseases, such as fusarium 
head blight, or scab, were observed in each of 
the five fields scouted on one route of the tour 
hosted by the wheat Quality Council.

And fields affected most heavily by disease 
could see yields decline by 10 percent.

“it is better than i expected, but not when 
you look at the moisture we’ve had,” said Jim 
peterson, marketing director for the North 
Dakota wheat Commission.

“Moisture is usually our limiting factor, 
especially in this area,” peterson said of the 
central part of the state, north of Mandan. “i 
am not surprised to see the yield potential, 
but i am surprised to see the disease.”

hard red spring wheat yields for five fields 
scouted in Mclean and Sheridan counties 

were projected at roughly 42.25 bushels per 
acre, down from 46.5 bpa on this route last 
year.

however, spring wheat yields on the tour 
last year were the second-highest ever, 
behind only the yields of 2009. And the early 
projections on wednesday were better than 
the route’s five-year average of 38.56 bpa.

Fields in the center of the state were 
generally drier than those in southern North 
Dakota that were scouted on tuesday, with 
fewer instances observed of standing water.

Farmers in this state, the largest grower of 
spring wheat, favor wheat because it thrives 
in the usually drier weather.

But this year has been marked by historic 
flooding along the Missouri River in the 
western part of the state, while the Red River 
flooded the eastern part of the state, delaying 
seedings.

Many of the wheat fields were planted at 
least a week or two later than normal, with 
harvest not expected for about a month in 
some of the fields planted the latest, the 
scouts found.

Sunflower fields have also yet to bloom 

while corn stalks were not yet throwing 
tassels, or going through the early phase 
of pollination. Canola and flax crops were 
blooming but not yet in full bloom.

instances of spring wheat plants knocked 
down, or lodged, were observed in several 
fields, which may further reduce yield 
potential.

Final yield data for the second day of the 
tour will be released late wednesday in 
Devils lake, North Dakota. the tour wraps up 
thursday in Fargo.

lower-than-anticipated yield findings 
on the first day of the tour and preliminary 
reports of the same on day two buoyed u.S. 
wheat futures on wednesday.

Chicago Board of trade September wheat 
wc1 futures jumped 1.6 percent to a one-week 
high of $7.06-1/2 per bushel by the close of 
trading, while Kansas City Board of trade 
September wheat Kwc1 gained 1 percent 
to $7.88-1/4. Minneapolis Grain exchange 
September wheat Mwec1 rose 1.4 percent to 
$8.51 a bushel. 

 (Reporting by Michael hirtzer; 
editing by John picinich)

tour-ceNtral N.Dakota wheat 
yielDS DowN Due late SeeDiNg 

North Dakota farmer mark Sommerland with his winter wheat.  REUTERS/MichaEl hiRTzER
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